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Abstract: Chinese national standard on cultured pearls, which was established in 2003 and
revised in 2008, only specifies the grading in each quality factor of cultured pearls, but it
does not state the method and standard of that in the total quality of jewelry pearls. There-
fore, the standard does not match the international pearl price reporting system, which lim-
its the application of our national standard in the international market. In view of the prob-
lems above, this paper systematically summary the main international pearl grading and ap-
praising systems, analyse the problems of national standard by contrast, and suggest solu-
tions to improve our grading and price reporting system. Consequently, the authors of this
paper recommend the establishment of a grading method and standard which could state the
total quality grading and pricing system. According to the national grading system, the au-
thors suggest the calculation of the total quality grade by the weight coefficient of quality af-

fecting factors based on Cartier H. Rechard’s method and setting up the pricing system
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matched along with the total quality grade. The national authority institutions are advised to

regularly publish pearl price information to regulate the pearl market and to provide reference

for pearl appraisal,
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Colour grading of pearls
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Table 2 Weighting factors of quality factors

to the total quality of pearl

BR OBE/ME R BB REY BPREEREE
0.15 0. 10 0.25 0.20  0.05 0.25
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Table 3 Grading standard of round pearl
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Table 5 Price sheet on round saltwater pear! necklaces

[ LA & 1REF R &
K/N/mm 1~4 & 4~6 B 6~8 4% 8~10 %
B A AA AAA
2~2.5 120~190 190~290 290~400 400~500
2,5~3 110~165 165~275 275~400 400~525
3~3.5 110~165 165~275 275~425 425~525
3.5~4 100~160 160~245 245~450 450~550
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Table 6 Price sheet on round Tahiti pearls

L& I R F e
K/h/mm
1~4 2% 4~6 2 6~8 % 8~10 %
8~8.5 50~85 85~155 155~190 190~250
8.5~9 65~100 100~175 175~250 250~350
9~9.5 70~125 125~190 190~250 250~385
9.5~10 85~150 150~215 215~300 300~425
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Table 8 Price sheet on round Akoya pearl necklaces

KA/mm BEREE FR10 FEES O HES WE7 AR HREsS FR4 O AR FR?2  FRI
3~3.5 113 389 350 310 240 208 173 121 90 62 31
3.5~4 104 422 378 338 262 224 186 132 98 65 34
4~4.5 95 465 418 371 288 246 208 143 110 73 37
4.5~5 86 482 432 386 301 256 214 151 112 76 39
5~5.5 79 508 458 407 317 272 226 160 121 78 42
5.5~6 73 641 576 515 400 342 285 199 149 101 50
6~6.5 67 929 835 742 576 496 413 289 216 146 73
6.5~7 60 1361 1224 1087 848 726 605 423 317 213 106
7~7.5 57 2074 1869 165 1290 1107 922 644 482 322 162
7.5—8 52 3046 2736 2434 1894 1622 1354 946 709 474 238
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Table 9 Latest price sheet on saltwater pearl necklaces

Table 10 Latest price sheet on Tahiti pearls

K/ /mm B A AA AAA F N/ mm ¢} B B+ A
6~6.5  160~300  300~520  520~700 700~1 100 9—10 2850 50125  125~200  200~300
6.5~7 260~450 450~700 700~950 950~1 350
7~7.5  360~510  510~950 950~1 200 1200~1 500 10~11  50~80  80~180  180~260  260~420
7.5~8 600~850 850~1 100 1 100~1 5301 530~2 000 11~12 100~-150 150~210 210~300 300~500
8~8.5 800~1 0001 000~1 500 1 500~2 2002 200~2 800

12~13 180~220 220~300 300~560 560~800

8.5~9 1 200~1650 1 650~2 300 2 300~3 2003 200~4 500
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Table 11  Price sheet on Chinese freshwater pear] necklaces
2 5 AAA AA A
F//mm AAAL AAAZ AAA3 AAl AAZ AA3 Al Az A3
6~6.5 132 77 50 66 42 — 57 — —
6.5~7 97 76 62 84 — — 62 — —
7~7.5 142 130 85 100 68 — 66 — —
7.5~8 214 101 76 167 80 — 72 — —
8~8.5 603 309 111 248 90 — 119 61 —
9~10 824 550 150 306 83 — 114 — —
10~11 2 000 760 248 687 218 — 306 — —

%12 BREHZMEMRBNER(T/H)
Table 12  Price sheet on Chinese

saltwater pearl necklaces

F /N /mm AAA AA A

6.5~7 1 300 1 000 750
7~7.5 2 100 1 600 1 200
7.5~8 3 600 2 800 2 000
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