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Abstract: Pre-Qin period openwork jade carving with movable ring elements is an extremely
special inheritance in the nearly 10 000 years of traditional jade culture in China. Since its
discovery in the Shang tombs, it remained silent for hundreds of years and didn’t reappear in
archaeological excavations until the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Periods, when
the technology of connecting movable rings flourished and became mature. Although the numbers
of the pieces are scarce, they are all masterpieces handed down through generations. Based

on the excavated jade artifacts of the pre-Qin Period, this study compiles a total of 16 pieces
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of openwork carving with movable ring elements jade, and explores them from three as-
pects, namely, the characteristics of the craftsmanship, the evolution of the artifacts, and
the thought of creation. The study analyzes the leapfrog development of the movable ring
openwork carving process during the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods, which
was attributed to the combined effects of multiple factors, such as the environment of a spe-
cific era, regional characteristics and social phenomena, as well as the wisdom of ancient
craftsmen in their subjective awarenes of creation through aesthetic choices and creative prac-

tices. It provides reference and insight for a comprehensive and in-depth understanding of the
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evolution and development of Chinese traditional jade culture.
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Fig. 1 Simulation of openwork carving with movable ring

elements (picture by the authors)
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Fig. 2 The unearthed openwork jade carvings with movable ring elements in Shang Dynasty: (a)jade pendant with movable ring

elements for a squatting feathered figure, Shang Dynasty, Nanjing Museum collection; (b)jade chain, Shang Dynasty, Chinese

Archaeological Museum collection; (¢) hollowed-out jade chain,Shang Dynasty, Jinsha Site Museum collection
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Table 1 The unearthed openwork jade carvings with movable ring elements in the Shang and Zhou periods
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Table 2 The unearthed openwork jade carvings with movable ring elements in the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods
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Fig. 3 Sixteen-section dragon and phoenix jade pendant from the tomb of Marquis Yi of Zeng at the Leigudun

archaeological site, Suizhou, Hubei Province, Warring States Period, collected by Hubei Provincial Museum
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Fig. 4 Ornament collected by British Museum (a) and pair of hinged jade disks collected by
Harvard Art Museum of USA (b), Warring States Period
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Fig. 5 Jade goblet with vermilion bird and tiger, from late Warring States Period to early Western Han Dynasty,

collected by Chaohu Museum
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Fig. 6 The mutual integration and mutual learning between the craft of openwork jade carving with movable ring
elements and other processes: (a) the animal-head jade pendant, late Warring States Period, Nanyue King Museum
collection; (b)the jade pavement with animal faces, from the late Warring States Period to early Western Han Dynasty,
Taipei Palace Museum collection; (c)the gold door knocker with jade ring, from the Spring and Autumn Period to Qin
Dynasty, Chinese Gold and Silver Ware Album ; (d) the carved dragon and phoenix pattern bronze door knocker,

Warring States Period, Hebei Museum collection
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